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Adapted from Paul, R. (1992). Critical thinking: What every person needs to survive in a rapidly changing world.  Sonoma, CA: 

Foundation for Critical Thinking. 

 

Assumptions 

What assumptions does the author make while writing the 

article? 

 

Purpose/Goal 

 

What was the author’s goal in 

writing this article? 

 

Do you think he or she meets this 

goal? Why or why not? 

 

Point of View 

 

What points of view are presented in 

the article? 

 

What biases do you find in these 

points of view? 

 

Implications/ 

Consequences 

 

What does the author see as 

the implications of this 

article? 

 

What do you see as the 

implications of this article? 

Why? 

 

Evidence/Data 

 

What data or other pieces 

of evidence does the 

author provide? 

How do these support his 

or her point of view? 

How do you know these 

are reliable? 

 

Inferences 

 

What inferences does the author 

draw in this article? 

 

What inferences can you draw 

from the evidence presented in 

this article? 

 

Concepts/Ideas 
 

What are some of the larger 

concepts and ideas the article 

covers? 

 

Issue/Problem 

What issue or 

problem is this 

article addressing? 

 


